
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Prayer Powerhouse by Rev’d Elliot Swattridge 
 

"I know of no better thermometer to your spiritual 

temperature than this, the measure of the intensity of 

your prayer." ~ Charles H. Spurgeon 

 

So, lockdown begins, and so many things are put on 

hold. But nothing can stop us praying. Our 

Archbishops are calling the whole nation to a wave 

of prayer, each day over lockdown, united at 6pm. 

Here’s an excerpt from their letter to the whole 

nation: 

 
"We are writing to share our belief that whoever you are, 

and whatever you happen to believe, you are loved by 

God. Beyond measure. We also want you to know that 

we are praying for you, particularly asking that Christ’s 

love will comfort us, calm our fears, and lead our nation 

and our world through this terrible pandemic. Starting 

this week, we have asked every church to pray each day 

at 6pm. We invite you to join with us." 
 

Let's fill the dusky dark of 6pm with the golden light of 

prayer! So much has been going on, and there's so much 

planned for the future! Even in the midst of this 

lockdown, we are longing to see people to come to know 

Jesus for the first time. At the same time we yearn for 

God to draw all of us who are already part of SPSJ, 

people who have been following Jesus faithfully for 

decades, closer in love to Him than ever before. 

But we are also keenly aware this will never happen, 

even with our most meticulous, systematic planning, 

even with hypothetical multiple billions of pounds of 

funding, unless we seek God earnestly in prayer to move 

amongst us. 

Just as all are included in this move of God, each and 

every one of you is absolutely instrumental for this. After 

all, there is no 'SPSJ' without you - we are not a building 

or an institution but a family of followers of Jesus. You 

are the church! So there is not one of you who is not 

critical to these plans having any success. We are a 

people who believe in the power of prayer, not only as 

something that draws us closer to God ourselves, but 

something which God hears and uses to move mountains! 

(Matthew 17:20) This has clearly been the fabric of SPSJ 

from well before the days of John Venn to the present - 

just think of the Prayer Chain for instance - a bold faith 

in the power of God to hear prayer. 

We are really keen to take this seriously, and it’s often 

easier with others. So, as well as praying at home each 

day at 6pm, there are 3 specific ways to join in with 

others via Zoom - and you’re welcome at all of them!  

(1) Mondays - ‘Zooming to Revival’ - 7:30-8:30pm 

(Ecumenical prayer for revival) 

Zoom link: bit.ly/zoomingtorevival 

Zoom code: 8863 6679 719 

(2) Tuesdays - ‘SPSJ Prayer Powerhouse’ - 6-6:30pm 

(Specifically SPSJ-focussed) 

Zoom link: bit.ly/prayerpowerhouse 

Zoom code: 8385 9440 450 

(3) Thursdays - 6-7pm (via Zoom) 

Diocese-wide prayer with Archdeacon Derek 

Need to register for this at this link: bit.ly/diocesezoom 
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What’s the SPSJ Prayer Powerhouse on Tuesdays? 

A special note about Tuesday evenings: We thought we'd 

start a weekly Zoom prayer meeting specifically for SPSJ 

- half an hour of dedicated prayer for God to cover 

everything we do as a church in prayer. It's on Zoom to 

make it straightforward to come along to - and we'd so 

love to see as many people there as possible! If you are 

reading this and are not able to use Zoom, please do still 

join us spiritually in prayer at 6pm on Tuesdays. 

It's called the "Prayer Powerhouse" because I truly 

believe that all the power of God for any activities that 

we do comes through earnest prayer - especially when 

we come together intentionally to say to Him, "Lord, we 

can't do this without You!" So I really hoped we could 

really take this on and see our church manifestly 

'plugging into the mains' and seeking all our power from 

God - showing Jesus is Lord in our prayer!  

Thank you all so much for all the prayer I know you have 

been pouring out over the last few months - all of this is 

precious to God and please keep sharing any testimonies 

of how He has been hearing it, to encourage us. 

We’ve moved this to 6-6:30pm on Tuesdays for 

November, as the Archbishops have invited us to pray at 

6pm each evening over lockdown and we really want to 

join in with this with all our hearts!. 

 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS 2020 

It was very difficult to have to stop services for a second 

time this year, but we are praying hard that this lockdown 

will end on December 2
nd

. Living in faith then we are 

still planning to hold ‘in person’ 

Christmas services, although they will 

obviously be slightly different to 

normal and will almost certainly need 

booking in advance, we want to offer 

the comfort and joy that Christ alone 

to bring to as many as possible this winter. We are also 

working on plans for an online advent course and will be 

announcing more details of this soon. 

DO YOU NEED A SPARE BED? A member of our 

congregation is downsizing and so has 2 single divan 

fireproofed beds with pine headboards. They are in 

excellent condition and are free if you would like them 

and able to collect them! Email the church office if you 

are interested – office@spsj.org.uk 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION  

Love, Interrupted: Navigating Grief One Day at a Time 

by Simon Thomas 

Simon Thomas has been a highly 

successful TV Broadcaster for 

nearly 20 years - starting as a 

Blue Peter presenter in 1999 and 

then spending twelve years as an 

anchor for Sky Sports, eventually 

fronting their flagship Premier 

League football coverage. In 

Love, Interrupted Simon reveals 

how grief nearly destroyed him in 

his heart-breaking memoir. 

When Simon lost the woman he had loved for 16 years, 

the future he’d imagined for their happy family 

disappeared for ever. Gemma died from acute myeloid 

leukaemia, just three days after being diagnosed. 

In Love, Interrupted, Simon is brutally honest about his 

journey through grief, and opens up about how close he 

came to ending his own life. Simon didn’t know how to 

carry on without Gemma; he just knew that, for the sake 

of his eight-year old son, he had to find a way… 

Love, Interrupted is a moving story of love, loss, faith, 

and family. 

 

"the most moving book of the year" - Daily Mail 

"a brave and candid book" – Metro 

"[Thomas] writes with disarming honesty and detail" --

Irish Times 

 

THE ANDES ARE HERE! 

On Monday 9
th
 November at 2pm, our parish officially 

gained an Associate Minister as Bishop Richard licensed 

Rev’d Andy Dodwell. We continue to thank God for the 

amazing provision of money for these posts and for 

calling Andy, Carolyn and the family to move to 

Hereford. Please do remember them in your prayers as 

they settle in to life in Hereford during this strange time 

of lockdown 

 



 

RWANDA NEWS UPDATE-  

Shyogwe Diocese – Rugendabari  by Peter Strevens 

We are getting regular news through from our friends in 

Rwanda and they send their greetings and tell us that they 

pray for us regularly. 

Rwanda had been in strict lockdown since March, with 

many restrictions, including closure of businesses and 

churches and no travel allowed across provinces. 

Because of these very strict conditions, the incidence of 

Covid19 has been very low, but the economic 

consequences have been very significant, with many 

people losing their jobs and being without income. This 

is not so bad in the country areas, like Rugendabari, 

where many are able to grow much of their own food. It 

is much more difficult for those living in the towns. 

However, even growing crops has proved problematical, 

because climate change caused more than anticipated 

flooding in their last rainy season  and a lot of planted 

crops were washed away. As a result, many have been 

hungry and though there is food enough, prices have 

inevitably gone up. There is no Social Security safety net 

in Rwanda, and people have to rely on family and 

friends. 

With others, we have been able to send money to to help 

relieve the situation. This has been very gratefully 

received and is a real sign of our unity and sharing in 

Christ 

The position is now slowly improving as schools, 

universities, businesses and churches begin to reopen. 

The wearing of masks is compulsory, public transport is 

now allowed, but with restricted numbers and social 

distancing must be observed everywhere, though those 

who know Rwanda, will also know how difficult that is!  

Schools are progressively reopening, according to age 

and ability. We have heard, from our friend Jonas, the 

Church Primary School head teacher in Muhanga, that in 

his school, the top two primary classes were able to 

return in early November. The next two classes down 

will return at the end of the month with the youngest 

children not returning until the New Year. There is 

virtually no access to technology for these younger 

children in primary schools, so they will have lost 9 

months of education, which for them will no doubt be 

significant and take some catching up. 

Churches are now beginning to reopen where possible. 

You may remember that pre-virus, many churches were 

closed because they did not meet Government building 

regulations. Those that can open are doing so, with all the 

restrictions of masks and social distancing. Those that 

can are now offering more than one service on a Sunday 

to accommodate congregations. The diocese has also 

now opened a video studio and is producing online 

sermons and other material that people can watch on 

their phones. 

Our finds in Rugendabari are well, though the church is 

now closed, so they are currently unable to worship 

together. The church roof was damaged by the heavy 

storms that affected the region earlier this year, and they 

need to replace wooden supports with metal ones to 

strengthen the roof. They are also working hard to 

complete the new pastor’s house, installing windows and 

doors and general finishing. The Vocational Training 

School has been closed along with other educational 

establishments, but is now reopening. Their problem is 

one of space for social distancing which means they are 

unable to share equipment. In the girls sewing class, 

there are 10 machines for 27 girls. Simply finding 

enough space is a challenge, and pastor Sylvestre has 

suggested that they can use the “safe” part of the Church 

building. On a more personal note our young friend 

Yvens from Rugendabari has been able to return to 

university in Butare to complete his degree. He had been 

in Rugendabari, looking after his 90 year old 

grandmother Dorothee, who is an amazing old lady. His 

younger brother is now back in the village and able to 

care for her.  

We were delighted to hear that our old friend Jean 

Pierre has been made a Bishop of a new missionary 

diocese. It is very much a “blank canvas” and he is very 

excited about the opportunities to share the good news of 

Jesus with the people in that area. His wife and children 

have not yet been able to join him, so there is 

considerable challenge and personal sacrifice. He, 

however, is his usual irrepressible self with enormous 

enthusiasm for the gospel, because he knows just how 

much it changes lives. 

So please keep Rwanda in your prayers. Pray for the 

Schools, Bishop Jered and the Diocese of Shyogwe, all 

the Churches, our friends in Rugendabari, and our good 

friend Bishop Jean Pierre and his wife and family. 

We truly are “all in this together”! 

 


